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1.  Purpose of this statement 

This document is the Consultation Statement in support of an application for full planning permission for a 
renewable energy development comprising a single wind turbine on the Wheal Jane site.  

The proposed Wheal Jane Wind Energy development is centred on grid reference 177200, 424350 at the 
former mine site at Wheal Jane, near Baldhu in western Cornwall.  

The planning application seeks permission for: 

“A wind powered renewable energy scheme comprising one 1.5 Megawatt wind 
turbine; a permanent crane platform; a control kiosk; a buried electrical cable; site 
access road with turning area; improvements to the existing site access road; off-
site highway works, a new priority junction at the existing access to the Wheal 
Jane site; temporary construction and laydown area; and one permanent 
meteorological monitoring mast” 

The proposed Wheal Jane Wind Energy Development will be designed with an operational life of 25 years 
at the end of which it will be decommissioned.   

The proposed location of the development is shown at Figure 1.1, ES Volume 2 and the layout is shown at 
Figure 1.2, ES Volume 2. 

Throughout this document, the proposed wind energy development shall be referred to as the proposed 
Wheal Jane Wind Energy Development.  

The planning application is submitted by Partnerships for Renewables (PfR). The Consultation Statement 
provides detailed information regarding the pre-application consultation which has been undertaken prior to 
the submission of the planning application seeking permission for the development.  

This statement provides a summary review of the main stages of consultation undertaken with statutory 
and non-statutory consultees in advance of the submission of the planning application. It shows that 
consultation and community involvement has been considered as an important element in the process for 
bringing forward the proposed Wheal Jane Wind Energy Development.  Furthermore, this statement sets 
out the issues arising from the consultation exercise undertaken and how they have been considered and 
addressed. 



2.  The planning application 

2.1 Planning application 

The planning application is being submitted to Cornwall Council (CC) as the Local Planning Authority (LPA) 
for the development site.  

The planning application is submitted with a Design and Access Statement, Planning Statement, 
Environmental Statement (ES) and a Non-technical Summary (NTS) to enable the LPA, statutory 
consultees, other interested parties and local residents to make informed comments and decisions about 
the proposed Wheal Jane Wind Energy Development.  

The planning application drawings are located within Volume 2 of the Environmental Statement.  

2.2 The applicant 

Partnerships for Renewables was set up by the Carbon Trust in 2006 to develop, construct and operate 
renewable energy projects, primarily focused on public sector land. 

The public sector can potentially play a significant part in the effort to increase renewables capacity in the 
UK as public sector bodies own around 10% of the land in the UK (over one million hectares) and 
thousands of buildings. 

The aspiration of the public sector to develop renewable energy has been hampered by a lack of funds and 
the desire to avoid diverting financial resources from frontline services towards the development of 
potential sites.  Partnerships for Renewables works in partnership with public sector bodies throughout the 
entire development process and covers all development costs. 

Focused on a development process tailored to the specific needs of the public sector, Partnerships for 
Renewables provides a way for public sector bodies to access the economic and environmental benefits 
associated with renewable energy and contribute towards the fight against climate change without diverting 
public sector resources away from frontline services. 

Partnerships for Renewables is currently working with a variety of other public sector bodies across the 
UK, including the Environment Agency (a key stakeholder at Wheal Jane), the Forestry Commission, the 
Ministry of Justice, the British Waterways, the Coal Authority and a number of local authorities and 
educational establishments 

Throughout the lead up to the submission of a planning application, Partnerships for Renewables uses a 
variety of communication methods to keep local communities and other stakeholders informed and to 
encourage them to engage in the development process.  These include: 

·  Holding public events that give people the opportunity to see development proposals at various 
stages as they evolve, discuss them and provide their views and input into shaping the 
eventual planning application 

·  Producing written correspondence and e-mails to keep stakeholders (especially those who 
have stated an interest in the work) informed on progress of a proposed development 

·  Holding community surgeries to enable further discussions on the proposals and provide the 
opportunity for stakeholders to understand changes to the scheme 

·  Providing a dedicated website for projects enabling people to track a project’s progress 

·  Giving presentations to interested parties 



·  Offering house visits to neighbours of a proposed development that have been unable to 
attend community surgeries or public exhibitions 

2.3 Development proposals 

The planning application is for the erection and operation of a stand-alone wind turbine, together with the 
associated access, hardstanding, control kiosk, crane pad, permanent meteorological monitoring mast and 
cabling that are required during the construction and operation of the turbine. The planning application is 
for 25 years duration, after which the turbine would be removed and the land restored. 

The final turbine type has yet to be chosen, but it will have a maximum height from the ground to the tip of 
a vertical blade of approximately 122 m.  

In operation, the blades will rotate at approximately 12 to 22 revolutions per minute, generating power.  
The power output depends on the strength of the wind at the time. Turbines start to generate electricity at a 
wind speed of approximately 4 metres per second (9 miles per hour). The output increases with wind 
speed until it reaches a maximum at a wind speed of approximately 15 metres per second (34 miles per 
hour). As the wind speed increases further, the output is limited to this maximum until the wind speed 
reaches 25 metres per second (56 miles per hour), when the wind turbine shuts down automatically in 
order to protect components from excessive wear. These very windy conditions usually only occur for 
approximately one per cent of the year. 

The proposed 1.5MW wind turbine could generate approximately 3.28 Gigawatt hours of renewable 
electricity per year, which is equivalent to the amount of electricity used annually by approximately 713 
average households. In addition, the proposed turbine could also displace approximately 1,412 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide emissions per year. (This calculation is based on a single 1.5 MW turbine operating at 25% 
of its capacity, an average household electricity use of 4,602 kWh per annum, and assumes that the 
electricity generated by the wind turbine displaces electricity otherwise generated from an average fuel 
mix). 

The turbine requires an electrical transformer to change the voltage to one that is appropriate for transfer to 
the local electricity grid. This will be housed in a small kiosk near to the tower base. The cabling that will 
carry electricity from the turbine to the kiosk and from the kiosk to the site access will be buried 
underground along the new access track. A new buried cable connection will be required from the site to 
the existing electricity substation in Twelveheads, and this will be the subject of a future application. The 
turbine will be controlled remotely, and the necessary communication cabling will also be buried. 

There is currently one wind monitoring mast in the area which has planning consent for three years.   

The construction period for the development will be approximately four to six months. The majority of the 
building works will take place in the first four months, with connection and commissioning taking place for 
the remaining time.  

Estimates have been made of the number of heavy goods vehicles that will be required to deliver 
equipment and materials to the site. These will include lorries carrying sand, gravel and other materials for 
the track, hard standing and turbine foundations, lorries carrying concrete for the turbine foundation, and 
large abnormal loads of turbine components and cranes. Construction staff will also be coming and going 
from the site at the beginning and end of the working day during the construction period.  

Due to the abnormal size of the wind turbine delivery vehicles, a survey has been undertaken of the roads 
that make up the route to the site from the A30, through public roads to the new access point. This survey 
identified a few pinch points along the route where minor works will be necessary to accommodate the 
largest delivery vehicles. 



3.  Planning policy overview 

The Government’s reform of the planning system in England and Wales, introduced through the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and reinforced by the Planning Act 2008 places an increased 
emphasis on the importance of public consultation and community involvement in the planning and 
development process. 

 

3.1 Community Involvement in Planning: The Governme nt’s Objectives 
(2004) 

This paper sets out the Government's general objectives for community involvement in planning to provide 
the context for the changes being made to the way that the planning system operates at national, regional 
and local levels. 

The paper is intended to be used as a means for providing the context within which wider changes to the 
public consultation process are brought forward through the replacement of Planning Policy Guidance 
notes with Planning Policy Statements. However, this guide is not intended to replace specific guidance 
provided within Planning Policy Statements. 

In this guidance, further advice is provided on the principles and best practice approach to public 
consultation and the involvement of interested parties. This guidance re-affirms the importance of pre-
application consultation on major planning applications. 

 
 

3.2 Planning Policy Statement 1: Delivering Sustain able Development 
(2005) 

The purpose of Planning Policy Statement 1 (PPS1) is to set out the overarching policies for the delivery of 
sustainable development through the planning system. 

PPS 1 (paragraph 11) states: - 

“More effective community involvement is a key element of the Government’s 
planning reforms.” 

The Statement (paragraph 12) adds: - 

“Pre-application discussions are critically important and benefit both developers 
and local planning authorities in ensuring a better mutual understanding of 
objectives and the constraints that exist. In the course of such discussions 
proposals can be adapted to ensure that they better reflect community 
aspirations and that applications are complete and address all relevant issues. 
Local planning authorities and applicants should take a positive attitude towards 
early engagement in pre-application discussions so that formal applications can 
be dealt with in a more certain and speedy manner and the quality of decisions 
can be better assured.” 

The Statement also advises that community involvement and consultation is a critical means of achieving 
sustainable development. 

Paragraph 41 states: - 



“Local communities should be given the opportunity to participate fully in the process for 
drawing up specific plans or policies and to be consulted on proposals for development”. 
 
 

3.3 PPS1 Supplement – Planning and Climate Change ( 2007) 

This supplement to PPS1 recognises that planning has a key role to play in helping to tackle climate 
change and outlines ways in which this may be done.   

Of particular relevance to the proposed development is the potential for planning to help “create an 
attractive environment for innovation and for the private sector to bring forward investment, including in 
renewable and low-carbon technologies and supporting infrastructure” (para.7, p.9).   

With regard to the development of Local Development Documents (LDD), paragraph 19 states that 
renewable and low-carbon energy generation should be promoted and encouraged, with policies designed 
to be promotional rather than restrictive.   

 

3.4 PPS22: Renewable Energy (2004) 

PPS22 advises that one of the key principles that regional planning bodies and local planning authorities 
should adhere to when planning for renewable energy is as follows:  

…(vii) Local planning authorities, regional stakeholders and Local Strategic 
Partnerships should foster community involvement in renewable energy projects 
and seek to promote knowledge of and greater acceptance by the public of 
prospective renewable energy developments that are appropriately located.  
Developers of renewable energy projects should engage in active consultation 
and discussion with local communities at an early stage in the planning process, 
and before any planning application is formally submitted… 

 

3.5 Cornwall County Council Statement of Community Involvement 

Cornwall Council has published a draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) in February 2011 for 
consultation, as part of the Local Development Framework.  

Sections 39 to 80 sets out the Council’s policy for consulting the community on planning applications. It 
encourages developers to undertake pre-application discussions and early community consultation on 
significant applications. It states:  

‘The Council takes the view that by taking an open and comprehensive approach 
to the promotion of a development, the developer will create a more constructive 
atmosphere for the eventual determination of any planning applications. Many 
misunderstandings and concerns can be addressed and comments taken on 
board by revising proposals before an application is submitted. The process of 
determining the planning application becomes much more inclusive and effective. 
Not only does the Council better achieve targets for determining planning 
applications but also outcomes in terms of the built environment are improved in 
quality and better reflect local community concerns. Some of the above voluntary 
activities will become requirements under the new Planning Act’.  

The Council requests applicants for all minor and major development proposals that are particularly 
sensitive or controversial to submit, with their planning application, a Statement of Conformity that clearly 
shows how they have complied with this Statement of Community Involvement. The Council requests a 
Statement of Conformity to be submitted where changes of use of buildings or land for purposes which are 



likely to be controversial.  The Council believes that the preparation and submission of a Statement of 
Conformity will help the Council to determine the application more swiftly by providing clear evidence of 
community involvement in the preparation of an application. This Consultation Statement for the Wheal 
Jane Wind Energy Development has been prepared to demonstrate how PfR has complied with Cornwall 
Council’s Statement of Community Involvement. 

In addition to completing a Statement of Conformity the Council also require copies of any representations, 
letters received and comments concerning the pre-application consultation received during the consultation 
together with a list of the individuals and organisations that have commented. The Council also require 
copies of any press releases, articles, site notices and any other supporting information produced.  

The advice in the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement indicates good practice which 
developers/applicants are encouraged to follow. The Council states the purpose of community involvement 
is: 

 ‘to improve services by involving a wide range of interested parties and 
individuals in decision making, through both creating a ‘dialogue’ and relevant 
information sharing. Planning the future development of Cornwall in terms of 
housing, jobs, shops and community facilities will affect everyone,so it is right that 
people should be able to take an active part in the process. Cornwall Council 
aims to involve the community at the earliest stage of local development 
document preparation‘ 



4.  Methodology 

4.1 Introduction  

As soon as detailed assessment work commenced on the Wheal Jane site in January 2010, Partnerships 
for Renewables commenced a process of ‘pre-application consultation’ with a range of stakeholders. 
 

4.2 Design development  

Partnerships for Renewables has undertaken discussions with the local community and with a wide range 
of statutory and non-statutory consultees – including the landowner (Brownfield Investments Ltd) with the 
accumulated findings all having influenced the evolution of the design.   
 

4.3 The Wheal Jane Masterplan 

The wind turbine forms part of the Wheal Jane Masterplan, which also includes a Solar PV scheme, two 
small-scale hydro schemes, a biomass plant, geothermal heat pumps and a sustainable office building. 
These elements are part of a vision to create a sustainable earth science business cluster at the site and 
attract other businesses, boosting the local economy and creating more jobs locally. 
 
The Hydropower Scheme 
 
Partnerships for Renewables is also working on the development of the hydro-power scheme at the Wheal 
Jane site, in partnership with the Environment Agency, who previously operated the water treatment at the 
site, although the responsibility for this has recently passed to the Coal Authority (the hydro scheme is not 
part of this application).  
 
These consultations have allowed the final details of the proposed Wheal Jane Wind Turbine Development 
to evolve.  
 
The consultees are detailed in section 3.4 and the impact of community consultations on the work carried 
out is detailed in Chapter 3 of the Environmental Statement. 
 

4.3 Approach to consultation  

Partnerships for Renewables acknowledges that the development of wind turbines and other renewable 
energy technologies can be controversial and is committed to promoting an open and honest dialogue with 
the local community. 
 
Partnerships for Renewables is committed to working responsiblyto ensure that local communities and 
stakeholders are kept informed throughout the development process , that they have every opportunity to 
make their views known and that only appropriate developments go on to become full planning 
applications. 
 
Partnerships for Renewables’ projects are publicised at the very early stages of development, before any 
of the detailed environmental work has been carried out. This enables the local community to watch the 
project evolve and understand the various complexities and detailed studies involved in developing wind 
turbines. 
 

5.  Pre-Application consultation 

5.1 Programme  

A number of different workshops, exhibitions, surgeries, presentations and meetings were held prior to the 
application. Table 5.1 outlines the consultation programme. Further details of the consultation activities are 
provided in the rest of Chapter 5.  The feedback we received is detailed in Chapter 6. 



Table 5.1 – Programme of consultation 

 
Date 
 

 
Activity 

 
Throughout process 
 

 
A number of consultation tools were available throughout the consultation 
process, including: 

·  Two dedicated project websites: www.whealjanemasterplan.co.uk 
and www.pfr.co.uk/whealjane 

·  A community phone line: 0800 731 7395 
·  A community email address: pfr@communityrelations.co.uk 

  
 
December 2009 

Workshops were held with key stakeholders to discuss the Wheal Jane 
Masterplan and share details of the proposed technologies. This included 
gathering views and suggestions on the site design. (Appendix F: samples 
of the suggestions/feedback gathered) and a list of attendees.) 

 
January 2010 
 

 
Letters sent out to key stakeholders (Appendix A: Letter 1), including 
Cornwall Councillors, the local MP, local interest groups, parish councils 
and nearby residents. The letter introduced the project and invited 
recipients to attend a public exhibition to share the plans 
 
A press release was sent out to local media (Appendix B: Sample Press 
Release 1) to announce the Masterplan and the wind energy investigation 
work. 
 

 
January 2010 
 

 
A public exhibition was held at Chacewater Village Hall, in conjunction with 
Brownfield Investments Ltd, to share plans for the Masterplan with the local 
community and other stakeholders. 
 
The exhibition began on 25 January and was manned by PfR and 
Brownfield representatives. The display was then left unmanned for three 
further days (26-28 January) to allow local people unable to attend the 
staffed exhibition plenty of time to view the plans. 
 

 
March 2010 
 

 
Letter to residents and other stakeholders inviting them to a community 
drop-in surgery to share progress on the wind energy and hydropower 
scheme. 
 

 
April 2010 
 

 
Community drop-in surgery held at Chacewater Village Hall. Opportunity for 
stakeholders to drop in and talk to the project team and receive an update 
on both the wind turbine and the hydro scheme. (Appendix D: hand out 
sheet) 

 
April 2010 
 

 
Kea Parish Council site visit and tour  

 
June 2010 
 

 
Letter to residents and other stakeholders inviting them to a community 
drop-in surgery to share progress on the wind energy and hydropower 
scheme.  
 

 
July 2010 

 
Community drop-in surgery held at Chacewater Village Hall. Opportunity for 
stakeholders to drop in and talk to the project team and receive an update 
on both the wind turbine and the hydro scheme.  



 
 

 
August 2010 
 

 
Cornwall Council Public Consultation for the Masterplan , Carnon Downs  

 
October  2010 
 

 
Advertised project and details of community surgery in Chacewater What’s 
On newsletter (circulation 1,200). Posters and letter invites distributed. 
 

 
November 2010 

 
Community drop-in surgery held at Chacewater Village Hall to give details 
on project progress for both the wind turbine and the hydro scheme.  

 
February 2011 
 
 

 
Letter to residents and other stakeholders inviting them to a community 
drop-in surgery to share progress on the wind energy and hydropower 
scheme. 

 
February 2011 
 

 
Presentation on the Wheal Jane wind energy project given to Cornwall 
Council’s planning committee members at the Gaia Centre, Delabole (by 
invitation) 

 
March 2011 
 

 
Community drop-in surgery held at Chacewater Village Hall. Opportunity for 
stakeholders to drop in and talk to the project team and receive an update 
on both the wind turbine and the hydro scheme. (Appendix C: letter) 
 

 
March 2011 
 

 
A presentation on the project was given to Kea Parish Council.  

 
March 2011 
 

A presentation on the project was given to Chacewater Parish Council.  

 
March 2011 

 
Chacewater Old Cornwall Society presentation of Masterplan 

 
June 2011 

 
Letter to residents and other stakeholders and media to invite them to a 
public exhibition at Chacewater Village Hall.  
 

 
July 2011 
 

 
Public exhibition at Chacewater Village Hall. Opportunity for interested 
parties to see the latest photomontages and find out about the project’s 
progress 
 

 

5.2 Stakeholders consulted  

Partnerships for Renewables consulted with various stakeholders during the development stage of the 
project.  A selection of the stakeholders consulted during the development process is detailed in table 5.2 
below. 
 

Table 5.2 – Selection of stakeholders consulted dur ing the development phase 

 
Consultee status 
 

 
Names 

  



Statutory 
 

BT, Civil Aviation  Authority, English Heritage, Environment Agency,  
Licensed/unlicensed aerodromes, Ministry of Defence, NATS/NERL, 
Natural England, Office of Communications (Ofcom), Cornwall Council 
(AONB unit, Acoustics advisor,  Historic Environmental Services, Principal 
Landscape Officer, Highways Agency), Western Power Distribution, JRC, 
Orange, Network Rail, Arqiva, T-Mobile, Devon and Cornwall police. 

 
Non-statutory 
 

 
Members of the local community, Cornwall Council members, Chacewater 
Parish Council, Kea Parish Council, Kenwyn Parish council,  local MP and 
neighbouring MP, CPRE, RSPB, Green Party Cornwall  

 

 

5.3 Consultation website  

A website is an effective tool for both facilitating two-way communication and establishing one point of 
reference for information relating to the scheme.  

Partnerships for Renewables established a website to incorporate the Wheal Jane Masterplan and all the 
proposed technologies at http://www.whealjanemasterplan.co.uk  The website was designed to provide 
information on the Masterplan as it evolved and provide interested parties with contact information for the 
project team. 

A website to give more in-depth detail about the wind turbine specifically was also created at 
www.pfr.co.uk/whealjane 

The website includes: 
 

·  Detailed information on the project, including location map 

·  Timeline of the development 

·  Details of the environmental assessment work 

·  Information on wind energy in general 

·  Latest news and press releases 

·  Information on how to get involved in the consultation process and documents from previous 
consultation events 

·  Contact details for the project team and out-of-hours contact 

·  Planning documents relating to the planning application in pdf format 

 
Both websites (reproduced in the boxes below) have been promoted in press releases and all project 
literature. 
 
Box 5.1 –  Homepage of dedicated Masterplan Website (January 2 010 to present) 



 
 

 

Box 5.2 – homepage of dedicated turbine website 

 
 

 



5.4 Public exhibition – January 2010  

Partnerships for Renewables organised a public exhibition at the very early stages of the development 
process to initiate an early dialogue with local residents and to allow them an opportunity to feed into the 
development and design process from the start. The exhibition was held in Chacewater Village Hall in 
January 2010.   

The venue chosen for the events is located in the central part of Chacewater village and is readily 
accessible by public transport. It was recommended by a number of local stakeholders. It can also be 
accessed by members of the community with disabilities. 

The specific date, times and location of the exhibition are provided in the following table: 

Table 5.3 – Details of the first public exhibition 
 
 
Date 
 

 
January 25 - 28, 2010 

 
Time 
 

 
January 25 11am – 7pm 
January 26-28 unmanned display 

 
Venue 
 

 
Chacewater Village Hall 
Churchill 
Chacewater 
TR4 8PZ 
 

 
 
Table 5.4 - Details of the second public exhibition : 

 
Date 
 

 
July 15, 2011 

 
Time 
 

 
3pm to 6.30pm 

 
Venue 
 

 
Chacewater Village Hall 
Churchill 
Chacewater 
TR4 8PZ 
 

 

Details of both exhibitions were circulated to all stakeholders and residents by email and letter. The 
exhibitions were also promoted in the local press.  

A selection of the exhibition boards can be found in Appendix G.  

 

 

 

 



5.5 Post-submission public event  

Upon submission of the planning application, a further public event will be held, date to be confirmed. The 
purpose of this exhibition will be to present the planning application to local residents and to answer any 
further questions. 

5.6 Community surgeries (drop-in events)  

In order to provide local residents with ongoing opportunities to discuss the Wheal Jane Wind Turbine and 
Masterplan as a whole throughout the project stages, representatives of the Partnerships for Renewables 
project team held a series of drop-in sessions as follows: 

Table 5.4 – Details of the community surgeries  
 
 
Date 
 

 
Time 

 
Venue 

 
April 7, 2010 

 
2pm – 7pm 

 
Chacewater Village Hall 
Church Hill 
Chacewater 
Cornwall 
TR4 8PZ 
 

 
July 1, 2010 

 
2pm – 7pm 

 
Wheal Jane  
Old Mine Offices 
Wheal Jane Baldhu 
Cornwall 
TR3 6EE 
 

 
November 9, 2010 

 
2pm – 6.30pm 

 
Chacewater Village Hall 
Church Hill 
Chacewater 
Cornwall 
TR4 8PZ 
 

 
March 25, 2011 

 
2.30pm – 
6.30pm 

 
Chacewater Village Hall 
Church Hill 
Chacewater 
Cornwall 
TR4 8PZ 
 

 
Details of the community surgeries were publicised via written invitation to stakeholders and residents 
(examples include sample letter and press release appendices B and C) and posters displayed locally 
(example – Appendix E: Poster) An update document was prepared for each community surgery (example 
– Update Document in Appendix D), outlining progress in key development areas and providing a brief 
overview of the current status of the project.  

The surgeries are planned to continue until the application has been determined.  

 

 



6.  Impact of community feedback on the proposal 

6.1 Written representations and responses 

A number of written comments have been received by community members and stakeholders throughout 
the pre-application process. These are summarised below: 

Type of correspondence/date 
received 

Summary of comments Response  

Phone call, February 2010 Nearby resident expressed 
concerns re: noise monitoring 
being undertaken at their 
property. Said that noise from 
Wheal Jane site activities would 
affect the daytime monitoring 
levels, meaning a true 
representation of average 
background noise would not be 
achieved. 

PfR agreed with resident to only 
use the noise data gathered 
between 6pm and 6am to ensure 
that a true reflection of average 
background noise was achieved 
and the daytime noise levels 
were not included in the data 
report. Letter sent to confirm, 
dated February 12, 2010. 

Email, March 2011 Same resident as above emailed 
to ask for a copy of the noise 
report from the data gathered at 
his property 

PfR explained that the initial 
noise monitoring taken with a 
10m meteorological mast at three 
properties (including 
correspondent’s) was an interim 
study to give early guidance. 
Since then, a full noise survey 
had been undertaken using the 
70m meteorological mast (more 
accurate) and although two of the 
same properties had been used, 
this resident had chosen not to 
be included, so a different 
property of equal distance to the 
turbine was used. PfR offered to 
visit the residents home to share 
noise data from the 10m mast at 
a date convenient to him. Via 
email dated March 31, 2011 

Phone call, June 2011 Same resident as above called to 
ask again about noise data 
(resident had not responded to 
earlier offer of house visit to 
arrange to share studies) 

PfR offered to arrange another 
date to meet to share noise 
studies. Agreed on July 15, 2011 
at public consultation event at 
Chacewater Village Hall. Email 
sent to confirm June 29, 2011. 
Resident failed to arrive for 
meeting.  

Email, April 2011 Request for details of energy 
calculations by Chacewater 
parish council member at 

Details of calculations sent by 
email. April 5, 2011. 



presentation 

Email, March 2011 Following presentation at Kea 
Parish Council meeting, email 
from attendee suggestion that a 
wider geographical range of 
parishes should be consulted. 

PfR added a further parish 
council to the contact list as 
suggested and offered to attend 
a meeting to share details of the 
project. Email. April 2011. 

Email, October 2010 Comment from local Green Party 
member supporting the project 
and saying we need more similar 
schemes to avoid relying on 
nuclear energy and help us to 
move towards a less carbon 
intensive technology. 

N/A 

Email from local councillor, 
February 2010 

Concern over monitoring mast, 
noise and proximity to local 
residences. Asked for more 
information on distances from 
turbine location to nearest 
properties. 

PfR responded, sharing 
distances and explaining the 
process of the noise surveys, 
data collection. Informed the 
councillor that there is no noise 
associated with the monitoring 
mast and that the strict 
regulations ensure residences 
would not be negatively impacted 
by any sound from the turbine if it 
is developed. Email, February 23, 
2010 

Email from local councillor as 
above. March 2010 

Thanked PfR for letter and asked 
to be kept updated on the project. 
Reiterated general concerns over 
turbine. 

PfR keeps councillor regularly 
updated and has met with the 
councillor and discussed the 
project on a number of 
occasions. 

Letter from local resident. July 
2011 

Husband and wife had attended 
latest exhibition and found 
photomontages and other 
information interesting. As close 
residents, they have concern 
over visual impact and enclosed 
a photo of the met mast from 
their living room. Commented 
that there was no viewpoint from 
their home. 

PfR responded offering to go and 
take a photo from their property 
and reproduce it as a to-scale 
photomontage. Explained that 
this would be for their interest 
and ours but was not likely to 
form part of the planning 
documents as viewpoints had 
already been agreed with the 
council and produced. Letter,  
August 2, 2011. 

Action completed and photo 
taken and shared with residents. 
September 2011. 

Letter from local resident. July 
2011 

Local resident had attended 
latest exhibition and hadn’t felt 
that the photomontages had 

PfR responded agreeing to go 
and take a photo from his 
property and reproduce it as a to-



assisted in allowing him to judge 
the visual impact from his 
property. Invited PfR to take a 
photo from his house to produce 
a similar photomontage from his 
viewpoint. 

scale photomontage. Explained 
that this would be for his interest 
and ours but was not likely to 
form part of the planning 
documents as viewpoints had 
already been agreed with the 
council and produced. Letter, 
August 2, 2011. 

Action completed and photo 
taken and shared with residents. 
September 2011. 

 

6.2 Noise  

Concerns about potential noise from the wind turbines have been raised during the development process 
by residents. To ensure that the application is of a high standard Partnerships for Renewables 
commissioned background noise monitoring at identified key properties close to the site.  

As a result of design modifications (specifically micro-siting of the wind turbine within the site boundary as 
far away from residential properties as possible), noise levels will be within the limits as set out in ETSU-97 
guidelines. 

6.3 Viewpoints  

Since the public exhibition in January 2010, Partnerships for Renewables has been inviting the community 
to suggest the view locations they would like to see included in the landscape and visual assessment.  

Certain viewpoints were considered to be a good representation of sensitive receptors and others had 
potentially clear views of the proposed turbine; some of these views were also selected as locations for 
photomontages. These include specific locations requested by the LPA as part of the consultation process 
such as the AONB, AGLV, Probus and Grampound Road. 

 

7.  Conclusions 

This Consultation Statement has demonstrated that Partnerships for Renewables has undertaken a 
thorough and appropriate pre-application consultation process in support of its planning application. 
Considerable care has been taken to ensure that the approach taken is fully compliant with both national 
and local requirements. Comments received have informed the design process during the evolution of the 
project and the Planning Statement supporting the application. 
 
Partnerships for Renewables will continue to engage with residents and stakeholders through the 
application process, and in the event of planning permission being awarded, continuing throughout the site 
preparation and construction periods. Information will continue to be made available on the website and 
opportunities will be sought to publicise future events and news relating to the proposal as widely as 
possible. 
 
Samples of press coverage associated with the project can be found in Appendix H. 
 

 



8.  Appendices 

Appendix A – Letter  to residents and stakeholders – Announcing the 
project (January 2010)  

Dear (name of resident), 

I’m writing to invite you to share your views on our plans for possible regeneration of the Wheal Jane site. 

The Wheal Jane Group is investigating the possibility of turning the site into a sustainable business park – 

using a variety of renewable energy technologies and green building techniques. 

The site currently has a high carbon footprint due to the energy intensive practices involved in 

decommissioning the mine and the water treatment plant. In collaboration with a number of partners we 

hope to change this by making Wheal Jane self-sufficient in its energy use – and providing an 

environmentally pioneering location for businesses. 

By creating a sustainable earth science business cluster at Wheal Jane we believe we can attract further 

mining and minerals consultancies which will boost employment in Carrick District. International 

engineering consultancy Wardell Armstrong is already based at Wheal Jane and has urgent expansion 

needs – we hope to attract further, similar calibre companies as well as delivering sustainable development 

in Cornwall. 

Energy production technologies being considered for the site include: a small-scale hydroelectric power 

scheme and a single wind turbine; geothermal energy in the form of ground source heat pumps and 

biomass energy through gasification. These energy sources would be used to power new, high quality 

sustainable buildings for business use. 

The Wheal Jane Group is working with partners to ensure that the project benefits the local community and 

is seen as an asset to the area. We are particularly interested in your views, as nearby residents, on the 

potential development. 

We will be holding public exhibitions to share our plans and receive input from the local community at 

Chacewater Village Hall, Chacewater, Truro, TR4 8PZ. The project team will be at the exhibition from 

[9.30am to 5.30pm] on Monday 25 January 2010. We hope you will take this opportunity to come and meet 

us, hear more about the proposed plans and share your own ideas on how we can make Wheal Jane a 

leading example of 21st century sustainability. 

The exhibition will run unmanned, but offer the opportunity to leave written feedback, for a further three 

days from 26 – 28 January 2010. 

We very much hope to see you there. 

Yours sincerely, 



Appendix B – sample press release 

 

Press Release       Wheal Jane Group 19/01/10  

Wheal Jane Future plans go on public display  

Proposals for the future development and restoration of the Wheal Jane site near Truro go on public 
display in Chacewater next week.  

Since coming under the current ownership in 1999 huge environmental improvement and restoration has 
taken place on the site and a successful cluster of high tech businesses has been established.  

The site is already home to earth science companies offering consultancy services in Cornwall, UK wide 
and in several cases worldwide and across the entire earth science sector from local contaminated land 
and ground stability issues to minerals, mining and renewable energy. 

Among the 120 employed on site in 7 companies over half are graduates and all are working in what has 
become a re vitalised centre of Cornish expertise based at Wheal Jane which is now recognised around 
the world. Several are looking to expand their activities on site with additional workshops, laboratories etc.  

The site is also home to the mine water treatment plant operated on behalf of the Environment Agency. 
Renewable energy opportunities being investigated as part of the masterplan will not only reduce the 
carbon footprint of the plant but could make the site energy self sufficient. 

Early investigations suggest the site may be suitable for a small scale hydro electric scheme, a single wind 
turbine, geothermal heat and energy from water in the shafts and a biomass energy plant. 

Despite the recession the owners are confident that plans to further develop the site as a business cluster 
incorporating renewable energy systems and sustainable development will create a unique asset for 
Cornwall both in terms of economic development and green credentials. 

The proposals will also enable the long term restoration work and environmental improvements across the 
site to continue. 

At a planning workshop day in Chacewater in December, Cornwall Council officers, Council members, 
statutory consultees and parish councillors were presented with and discussed the plans. The exhibition on 
Monday is the results of those workshops and provides an opportunity for anyone with an interest in the 
site to contribute. 

The company has stressed that this is not a planning application but a masterplan for the site which sets 
out a framework for the future and which it hopes will be adopted as planning policy prior to any formal 
planning applications being submitted. The plan would be phased over a number of years. 

Whilst all the restoration and development completed over the past 10 years has been funded by the 
business activities on site, if the masterplan is adopted by the Council there is a good chance that 
Convergence grant funding would be available to enable building and upgrading of existing buildings to the 
highest environmental and energy standards.   

The display at Chacewater Village Hall will be open from 10am till 7pm next Monday 25th January in the 
Wheal Jane Room during which representatives will be available to discuss the plans and answer 
questions. The display will then remain in the foyer of the hall during Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. 

 



Appendix C – invitation letter for community surger y 

Sample letter to residents and stakeholders re: community surgery 
 
Dear  
 
Re: Wheal Jane Masterplan, proposed wind turbine an d hydropower scheme 

I’m writing to let you know that I will be holding another community surgery on Friday 25 March, 2011 to 
discuss progress on the plans for the hydropower and wind energy aspects of the Wheal Jane Masterplan. 

From 3pm to 6.30pm I will be in Chacewater Village Hall, Church Hill, Chacewater, Truro, TR4 8PZ.  

The purpose of the surgery is to provide a ‘drop in’ facility for anyone with any questions or suggestions to 
come along and talk to the project team. I will also be able to provide information on project progress and 
the technologies of wind energy and hydropower in general. 

Community consultation events will be held every couple of months while the project is progressing. If you 
would like to see further information on the project at any stage please visit 
www.whealjanemasterplan.co.uk 

I hope to see you at the community surgery. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Jo Reeves 
Communications Manager 
Partnerships for Renewables 
Station House, 12 Melcombe Place, London, NW1 6JJ 
Tel: +44 (0)207 170 7000  DDI +44 (0) 207 170 7083 Mob: +44 (0)7540 688 031 
jo.reeves@pfr.co.uk; www.pfr.co.uk 
 



Appendix D – Community surgery project hand out 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix E: Poster advertising a public exhibition 

 



Appendix F – A selection of the Masterplan exhibiti on boards  



February 2010)  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



List of attendees at the Masterplan Workshop in Dec ember 2009 

 

 



 

Appendix G – a selection of the exhibition boards f rom July 2011 

  

  



  

  



  

  



  

  
 



Appendix H – a selection of the media coverage for the project 

BBC News [18 August 2010] 

Public consulted on Cornwall mine's future 

The Wheal Jane mine site at Baldhu is home to various firms  

Feedback is being sought on proposals for the future of a former mineral mine near Truro. 

The Wheal Jane mine site at Baldhu is home to various firms. 

However, plans have been drawn up for the site to also feature an earth science and minerals-related 

operation with renewable energy facilities. 

Cornwall Council is staging a public consultation and seeking views from locals, councillors and 

organisations such as the Environment Agency. 

The council is also inviting people to attend a "drop-in" exhibition at Carnon Downs Village Hall on 26 

August where copies of the proposals will be on show between 1400 BST and 2000 BST. 

Copies of the plans will also be on show at the Wheal Jane site office from 27 August to 23 September, 

which is the closing date for comments. 

Existing planning conditions are in place to ensure the retention of important ecological habitats as well as 

the safeguarding of mineral resources. 

Wheal Jane was worked for tin, copper, silver, zinc and arsenic from the 18th Century until 1992 when 

extraction stopped. 

New Energy Focus 

Wind News 

Renewable Business Park Planned for Truro 
(Monday 14June 10)  

Cornwall Council yesterday granted planning consent  for a wind monitoring mast to be erected at a 
site near Truro, which is set to house several rene wable energy schemes including a wind turbine 
and a biomass power plant.  

The Environment Agency is backing the ‘Wheal Jane Masterplan', which aims to develop a sustainable 
earth science business cluster, incorporating a single wind turbine, two small-scale hydro-power schemes, 
ground source geothermal heating, a biomass power plant and a photovoltaic solar farm. 

The ‘zero-carbon sustainable business park' will be located at a decommissioned tin mine at Wheal Jane, 
near Truro. 



Commenting on the consent for the monitoring mast, director of marketing and property at the Wheal Jane 
Group, Bernard Ballard, said: "The monitoring mast is a temporary structure to gather data as part of the 
wind energy investigation on the site. 

"Our work on the green energy plan as a whole is also progressing well." 

According to the Wheal Jane Group, the site could be self-sufficient in its energy demands and will be able 
to export any surplus power to the national grid. The development will also include a number of zero 
carbon workshops and office buildings. 

A key aspect of the project is to capitalise on the site's natural resources to generate its energy needs. The 
hydropower scheme, for example, will be powered by an existing waste water stream using the flow of 
water from the mine water treatment plant at Wheal Jane, which is operated by the Environment Agency. 

Mark Pilcher, for the Environment Agency, said: "By supporting development of these renewable energy 
projects we are helping to limit and adapt to the effects of climate change, reduce our dependency on fossil 
fuels and help develop a low-carbon economy." 

Operating the mine water de-pollution plant at Wheal Jane is energy intensive - often using seven large 
electric pumps running for 24 hours a day, claims the Environment Agency. However, by diverting the 
treated water discharge through a hydropower system, the lost energy can be recovered. 

"This will create more green electricity to feed in to the national grid, reducing the amount of fossil fuel 
derived power which needs to be produced," added Mr Pilcher. 

 

Wheal Jane mine plans go on display 
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Plans to develop the old Wheal Jane mine site near Carnon Downs to include a cluster of leading earth 
science businesses and a range of sustainable power generation have gone on display.  

The event was held as part of local consultation into plans for the site and nearby residents were asked to 
go along and have their say.  

The site could host Cornwall's first large scale solar power generation farm, alongside geo-thermal heat 
generation, a bio-mass power plant, hydro electric and a wind turbine 90 metres high with 40 metre blades, 
making it 130 metres from ground to tip.  

The site would also play host to new business space, this would “allow a earth science cluster of 
technologies and expertise to flourish at the site, using heat and power generated on site.”  

The development would include new office space, workshops and laboratory space and the owners the 
Wheal Jane Group hope to attract international mining and mineral consultancies.  

The site is already home to a host of mining and minerals companies, environmental consultants and 
mining related manufacturing.  

Nearby resident Dave Timms, 56, at the display to view the plans said that he broadly supported the plans, 
although he had reservations about the wind turbine.  

He said: “Without this development it seems that nothing will happen. Who else is going to cough up 
money.”  



He added that the development of renewable energy and expertise at the site was good news for the 
future.  

Wheal Jane became synonymous with mine pollution when the pumps de-watering the mine were shut off 
and, groundwater levels rose, flooding the former working areas, picking up waste, washing over the 
exposed rock faces and contaminating the groundwater.  

These eventually overtopped the drainage systems in 1992 and acid mine drainage rose through the 
abandoned mine and escaped into the Carnon Valley and eventually into Falmouth Bay.  

An active water treatment plant deals with the water pumped up from the vast subterranean complex of 
hundreds of years of mine workings, which then sits in large ponds.  

 

 

 

 

 


